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The latter must not insist on conformity to details of dogma,
far less of ritual. In speaking on this subject at the recent
Pan-Anglican Congress the Rev. Lord William G. Cecil
(Rector of Bishop's Hatfield) said, " two thoughts suggested
themselves, the first was how far Christianity must change its
clothes before it became a truly national Japanese religion ;
and the second was how much of the existing Japanese
thought and culture must be left and how much destroyed,
by Christianity. There were some things which Westerners
would never understand with regard to Japan. He could
not conceive why we should not, with all reasonableness, treat
with respect some of the ancient traditions of the Japanese.
We in this country decorated our houses and ate beef at
Christmas time, not because we were Christians, but because
we had not forgotten heathen customs. Therefore, was there
any necessity to destroy the beautiful externals of the
Japanese religion ? He could have wished that the Christian
Churches in Japan should have been modelled after the
beautiful Buddhist temples in that country, and if they were
to be successful they must present Christianity in as pleasing
a form as possible." This aspect of the subject deserves
much more attention than it has hitherto received, The
same Conference cheered a Japanese convert when he told
them that " Confucianism and Buddhism were still the
moral basis of all the Far East. To call those two great
teachings by the name of heathen or pagan teaching was
not the best way to solve the difficulty. It was cutting
away the knot they could not untie. By comparing them
with Christianity and admitting the common elements in all
three, and pointing out the unique character of the teaching
of our Lord, and then to lead them up to the Higher Light,
was the most desirable way.1' To those who are inclined
to enter on this most interesting and important study it
may be well to suggest that the Western way of looking at
things may not be the only way which is compatible with
sanity, that the Western standard of reality may not be the
final standard, and that the world which is encircled by the